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“A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough

people to make it worth the effort.”
Herm Albright

Wil Wilcox: xFiles Dialog Saves Time Opening Transcripts and Files
Keith Vincent: Enhanced Automated Paragraph Punctuation

e-Power Video Tutorial Training

Whether you're an Eclipse beginner or a power user, you can learn a great deal with e-
Power Video Tutorials. With these easy-to-use training tools, “Seeing is Understanding.”

Total Eclipse Visualizers are short “how-to” videos that come with your Total Eclipse CAT
software CD. Although each video lasts only 1 or 2 minutes, the Visualizers are too large
to download. So if you have downloaded Total Eclipse and want to have the
Visualizers too, just call 1-800-800-1759 and ask for the Total Eclipse update CD from
Advantage Software. A small shipping fee will apply.

Complete list of e-Power Video Tutorials available:

Total Eclipse Mini-Tour

A Total Eclipse Overview - .3 NCRA CEU

Keyboard Magic: The Realtime Editing Kit - .4 NCRA CEU

Interactive Realtime Transcription - .3 NCRA CEU

Eclipse Automatic Number Conversion - .3 NCRA CEU

Eclipse Form Fields and Automatic Indexing - .3 NCRA CEU

Translation Magic: Prefixes, Suffixes, Conflicts and More - .3 NCRA CEU
AccuCap: Total Eclipse Captioning - .6 NCRA CEU
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You can order or view samples of all e-Power Tutorials at: http://www.KVincent.com

Upcoming 3-day Total Eclipse e-POWER Workshops

Honolulu, HI October 8-10, 2004

For more details: www.EclipseNT.com
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Wil’s e-Tip

xFilesDialog — Save Time Opening Transcripts & Finding Files

Save yourself from the eyestrain that comes from trying to navigate tiny dialog
boxes on large screens. These annoyingly small open-file dialog boxes waste
a great deal of your time because of how difficult they make it to find
anything. If you’re trying to navigate through a lot of transcripts or job
dictionaries, you have to keep scrolling and scrolling because the window is
just too small.

Sure, you can resize file dialog boxes with your mouse to make them easier
to work with, but then they revert back to their itty-bitty default size the next
time you open them. What a hassle. So what can you do about it? Quite a
lot! For about $20 you can get a program called XFilesDialog that will help
you make better use of your screen real estate, which means less scrolling.
Go to http://www.xfilesdialog.com/ and download a free trial copy and test
drive it for 30days before paying your $20 to register it and keep using it. It is
free to give it a trial run.

XFilesDialog lets you permanently resize file dialog boxes exactly how you
want them. You can even have it put the initial focus in file dialogs on the
list itself. This means that your cursor will not be blinking on the file name so
that you then have to click in the list box itself. Instead you’ll be able to
immediately start scrolling up and down through your list of files with the
arrows and/or start typing the file name to immediately jump to the file you
want to open.

On top of all of this, XFilesDialog puts on the dialog box’s title bar pop-up
menus that let you access favorite folders, as well as recently used folders and
files making it much easier to navigate through your computer’s entire file
system getting those files opened much faster and more efficiently.

Keith's e-Tip

Enhanced Automated Paragraph Punctuation

Here's a new feature that | think you'll love, especially if you're a reporter in
courts or someone whose work involves a lot of Speaker paragraphs mixed in
with Q&A.
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Normally questions end with a question mark and answers end with a
period. Eclipse knows this. So most of the time | don't even write STPH and
FPLT for the question mark and period during regular Q&A. However,
questioners can make statements, witnesses can ask questions, and questions
can get asked during colloquy. Consider this short example:

Q. You can explain now.

A. Can't you understand?
MS. SMITH: Why are you asking?

During question paragraphs, | usually find the time to write a period if | need
one. Likewise, during an answer | usually can squeeze in a question mark if
necessary. Maybe that's because Q&A often occurs at a more deliberate
pace than colloquy. At least attorneys try notto cut off a witness who is
answering during a videotaped deposition or in the presence of a jury.

Colloquy can be rough. Colloquy is full of interruptions and questions. For
colloquy I just figure I'm lucky to get all the words down; the punctuation
gets corrected later.

With Total Eclipse 3.2, you can now take advantage of enhanced automated
paragraph punctuation. So in the example given above, | would NOT need
to write the period or question mark to have these paragraphs properly
punctuated, as long as my dictionary contains these entries:

you can{>.}
can't you{>?}
why are{>?}

In other words, if the phrase "why are" is in your steno dictionary, you now
have a way of requesting an automatic question mark at the end of the
paragraph in which you write "why are." Of course, you could still write in
the question mark, but you would not have to. That can be really helpful
when things get fast and furious.

As usual, this new feature includes a few built-in rules to guide the
automation punctuation. The first rule is basically "first come, first served."
Here's an example:

A. Can't you see that you can use this to make colloquy easier?
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Here, "can't you{>?} asks the paragraph to end in question mark; but "you
can{>.}" asks the paragraph to end with a period. As you can see, the
paragraph ends in a question mark. Why? Because "can't you{>?} came
first. Therefore, if other phrases like "you can{>.}" or "why are{>?}" come
along, they're presumed to be secondary, dependent thoughts.

Now, bear with me here. There's a very important exception to this "first
come, first served" principle. Here it is. If you write ANY punctuation mark
before the end of your paragraph, the automatic punctuation request built
into a dictionary entry like "why are{>?}" is canceled. (That only makes
sense. If you actually write in a period or a question mark, you've made
clear what punctuation you want.) Consider this example:

MS. JONES: You can understand our position, can't you?

Normally, "you can{>.}" would request this paragraph to end in a period.
However, the comma after "position" cancels that request. This means that
"can't you{>?}" is able to request the paragraph to end in a question mark.
The end result is that this colloquy paragraph would end in a question mark,
even if you didn't have time to write the question mark.

So what do you need for this to work?
First, you need Total Eclipse 3.2.

Second, you need two lines in your metadictionary so that {>.} and {>?} will
be understood. Here are the lines for your metadictionary:

{>2={/"22ATP}
{>.1={/".?ATP}

Third, you need dictionary entries that take advantage of these features.
Having individual entries for "why" and "are" would not tell Eclipse that the
phrase "why are" is requesting a paragraph to end in a question mark.
However, if "why are{>?}" is in your dictionary, Eclipse knows what you
want.

Now, you may be thinking you'll have to add {>.} or {>?} to hundreds of
dictionary entries to take advantage of this feature. For example, a simple
phrase like "can't you" may be in your dictionary ten different ways, possibly
as part of some conflict entries. Well, you could add one metadictionary line
to support all the "can't you" entries in your steno dictionary. That
metadictionary line would look like this:

can't you=1{/"%}{/"?/?ATP}
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You can find a nice list of such phrases at the E-Tips page of my website,
www.KVincent.com. Just go to the description for E-Tip #40, where you see
it says: "Click here to download phrases to paste into your
Metadictionary." When you see the list file open, press Ctrl A to highlight all
the phrases, then press Ctrl C to copy. Then enter Eclipse, go to the User
Settings dialog, and click on "Programming." Click on the drop-down arrow
to select Metadictionary and place your cursor at the end of any line. After
pressing the "Enter" key to create a new line, press Ctrl V to paste in the
phrases that use enhanced automatic paragraph punctuation.

One last note. Back up your user settings before you add to your
metadictionary. Why? If you decide that you do not like the way enhanced
automatic paragraph punctuation works, you'll be able to just restore your
user settings and go back to the way things used to be. With that safety net in
place, you can have fun experimenting.

The Fight Against Cancer

We would like to thank each and every one of you for your contributions to
the American Cancer Society, and for all the wonderful emails you sent.
Together, we have contributed $14,200.00 towards the fight against cancer.

If you have not yet donated and would like to donate $5.00, you still can.
Please go to the following link:

https://www.cancer.org/asp/donate/don_multi _donate.asp?navToScreen=don_1
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Who Are We?

Wil Wilcox is a freelance court reporter in Los Angeles, California, and has
been a technology consultant for reporters since 1995. Since 1998, he and
Robert Denos have been the Advantage Software representatives for Southern
California.

Keith Vincent is a freelance court reporter in Houston, Texas. He's been an
Advantage Software rep, trainer, and tester since 1992. In 1997 he wrote the
Hyperkeys tutorial for Eclipse users.

Robert Denos is the manager and event coordinator for e-CourtReporter, LLC.
Any questions on seminars or workshops should be directed to Robert at this

address:
e-CourtReporter@pobox.com or call (818)766-7346.

Disclaimer

e-Tips are provided for informational purposes only. The information contained in this document
represents the current views of Wil Wilcox and Keith Vincent and those who from time to time
submit articles for publication on the issues discussed as of the date of publication. Because we
must respond to changes in market conditions, it should not be interpreted to be a commitment
on the part of e-CourtReporter, LLC and e-CourtReporter,LLC cannot guarantee the accuracy of
any information presented after the date of publication.

Information provided in this document is provided “as is,” without warranty of any kind, either
express or implied, including but not limited to the implied warranties of merchantability, fitness
for a particular purpose, and freedom from infringement.

The user/read assumes the entire risk as to the accuracy and the use of this document. This

document may not be redistributed without written consent by e-CourtReporter, LLC. All
trademarks acknowledged. Copyright e-CourtReporter, LLC, 2001-2004.
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